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THE KMPS Curriculum - Progression in the EYFS
Recognising children learn in different ways and at different rates

C&L: Communication and Language

PSED: Knowing, Expressing and Regulating Self & Building Relationships
PSED/PD: Being independent and Keeping Safe

PD: Physical Development and Movement

L: Literacy - Reading and Writing

M: Pattern, Position, Shape and Measure

M: Number and Numerical Patterns

UtW: Growing Experience and Developing Concepts - Science

Bringing out the best in all our pupils by
giving them access to a broad and
balanced curriculum, enabling our children
to

‘Stretch and Reach’:
UP- to achieve academically

IN- to have a strong sense of who they
are are, and be able to express it

OUT- to relate well with, and share
responsibility for, others

FORWARDS- with a spirit of adventure

UtW: Growing Experience and Developing Concepts - History, Geography and Religious Education

EAD: Art, Design, Music and Dance

Useful Texts:

Grenier, J. & Vollans, C. (2023), Putting the EYFS Curriculum into Practice

DfE (2024) EYFS Statutory Framework

DfE (2023), Development Matters — Non-Statutory Curriculum Guidance for the EYFS
Surrey County Council (2022), RE Agreed Syllabus

Text in red underpins learning reflected in the end points of the early learning goals (ELGs).

v. September 2025




C&L: Communication and Language

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3 - 4 years old)

Reception (4 - 5 years old)

Interest in other people’s talk and want to

In addition:

In addition:

Who what why where when

Listening, speaking, conversation

% g join in with conversation. Confidently converse and express what they Understand the importance of listening carefully and
- :; need. why it is important.
-3 g_ Want to know what new words mean
=N
<A
Use intonation, pitch and changing volume | In addition: In addition:
when ‘talking’ To identify familiar objects and properties when To know how to listen, paying attention and
Start to develop conversation (although they are described e.g. Katie's coat, shiny apple respond in whole class and small group
may jump from topic to topic) To listen, and switch task when attention is fully interactions.
Understand ‘action’ words obtained Ask questions to find out more, and to check they
é’ e.g. by pointing to the right picture in a Understand a question and be able to respond to | have understood.
ﬁ book. For example: “Who's jumping?” ‘why’ questions Articulate ideas and thoughts using full sentences
L] Understand simple questions about ‘who’ Follow simple instructions that have two in speech
9 ‘what’ and ‘where’ (generally not ‘why’) parts. Use regular past, present and future tense in
& | Understand and act on longer sentences Use past and present tense (although may still be | speech with growing accuracy.
e like ‘make teddy jump’ ‘find your coat’ developing past tense and plural) Connect more than one idea or action using
8 Use talk to organise themselves and their play conjunctions (because, then...) (with modelling
(first I will..., then I will... 1 will..., you will...) and support from a teacher)
Start and continue a conversation with adults | Describe events including some detail.
and other children. Use talk to work out problems, organise thinking and
activities, and to explain in more detail.
Use social phrases appropriately.
Vocabulary for every day objects and toys | In addition: In addition:
Use vocabulary that categorises e.g. fruit, Identify new vocabulary and want to know what it
birds. Talk to organise first | will..., then [ will... | will..., means
2 | Happy, sad, angry, hungry you will... Use new vocabulary in different contexts
‘—; Me, him, her, he, she Word, sentence,
.g In, on, under, over there Use a widening range of vocabulary with focus Problem solving words and phrases: So that..,
S Now, later on words that describe because..., | think it's... you could.... It might be...
> Sentence stems: | know... | think.... | wonder... |

believe...




PSED: Knowing, Expressing and Regulating Self & Building Relationships

Attitudes &
Dispositions

Nursery Preschool Reception
(2 — 3 years old) (3-4 years old) (4-5 years old)
Begin to show ‘effortful control'. In addition: In addition:

For example: waiting for a turn and resisting
the strong impulse to grab what they want or
push their way to the front.

Begin to enjoy the company of other children
and want to play with them.

Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For
example, accepting that not everyone can be
spiderman in the game, and suggesting other
ideas.

Increasingly follow rules, understanding why
they are important.

to know sometimes they have to wait for what
they want

to know how to be confident to try new activities,
showing independence, resilience and
perseverance when facing challenge

Waiting
Sharing

Find ways to manage transitions and develop

In addition:
Listen to someone else and agree a
compromise.

In addition:

To know that they and others might have strong
feelings and begin to develop strategies for
responding to those feelings.

pleased, disappointed

é’ self-assurance e.g. transitioning into Nursery, | Play with one or more other children,

% from their parent to their key person. extending or elaborating play ideas. To know how to share and take turns.

o]

) Begin to understand that others have feelings | To know what being ready, respectful and safe

% and begin to recognise them. looks like for them and their friends

g

8 To know how to build respectful relationships with
adults and children
To know and explain the reasons for some rules -
trying to behave in line with the rules

> Wait In addition: In addition:

E Turn Agree, disagree, suggestion, rules, calm down | Respect, strategy, reflection, scenario, share

_g Next

S Enjoy, happy, frustrated, sad, cross, bored, Increasing range of vocabulary to describe intensity of

g Happy, sad, angry, hungry tired, exhausted, free, relaxed, energetic, calm, | feeling




PSED / PD: Being Independent and Keeping Safe

Attitudes &
Dispositions

Nursery Preschool Reception
(2 — 3 years old) (3-4 years old) (4-5 years old)
To see brushing teeth, washing their hands, | In Addition: In Addition:

blowing their nose into a tissue as
something they should do.

Show an increasing desire to be
independent.

To know what they like and dislike

To want to make choices that are healthy

To know how to put their own coat on (not
using zips and buttons).

To know what a potty/toilet is used for.

In Addition:

Putting on their coat and attempting to use
zips and buttons with some success.

How and when they should wash their
hands, blow their noise into a tissue and

In Addition:

To know how to wash hands and the importance of
brushing their teeth.

To know the importance of keeping clean, making
healthy food choices, exercising, sleeping well, limiting

é’ manage these independently. screentime and drinking water for staying healthy.
6‘, To know how to use a knife and fork with competency
L] To know how to brush their teeth. To know how to cross a road safely with an adult.
] Be increasingly independent as they feed To know the pants rule: your privates are private.
% and dress themselves. To know how teachers, fire fighters, police, dentists,
e How to behave safely near a road, inc. opticians, paramedics, doctors and nurses help us.
8 walking furthest away from the road on the
pavement.
To know that there are some people in our
community whose job it is to help us.
To know how to respond to a fire alarm.
> Wash, clean, soap, water In Addition: In Addition:
& Wet dry Traffic, safe, road, holding hands, pavement | Healthy, exercise, sleep, water, food.
E Stop, look both ways, listen,
S Private
g Firefighters, police, paramedic, ambulance, fire engine,

police car




PD: Physical Development and Movement

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3-4 years old)

Reception (4-5 years old)

Explore movement and sensory experiences

In addition:

In addition:

I 2 independently inside and outdoors. Plan for more complex movement play. Increase independence in self-care.
w O | Support and include those who are Negotiate and collaborate with others. Create more opportunities to be active outside. Persevere to
% ‘= | differently abled. Enjoy more challenging play outdoors. keep practising and improving skills.
...g g_ Be willing to try and 'have a go' when faced Begin to reflect on activities and how to Be resilient and determined.
£ .2 | with an appropriate physical challenge refine them. Explore wider possibilities of using skills in different contexts.
<o Enjoying starting to throw, catch, kick balls Being willing to take realistic risks around
physical challenge.
Skills: In addition:
Rolling, crawling, sitting, standing, climbing, In addition: To know how to skip, dance, climb, gallop, turn, balance, sew,
walking, jumping, running, stretching, To throw, catch, kick, aim, pass, bat, hop, model, pedal on a tricycle.
swinging pedaling, cycle, construct, write, draw, paint, | To know how to move with control, negotiating space and
“ Scootering, grasping, holding, prodding, cut with scissors and age-appropriate obstacles, changing speed and direction.
= squeezing, wiping, brushing knives. To know how to use range of small and large apparatus, on their
ﬁ own and in a group.
3 Clap, stamp and move to music in their own | To use one handed tools e.g. making snips | To know how to use core muscle strength to achieve a good
a way. with scissors. posture when sitting at a table or on the floor
% To have good control when using mark To know how to hold a pencil effectively (with tripod grip in
e To have increasing manipulation and control | making materials. most cases).
8 e.g. grasp, hold, explore, tear, squeeze To know how to use scissors, paintbrushes, cutlery and a
Processing instructions whilst moving range of tools with increasing accuracy.
To know know how to show accuracy and care when
drawing.
To know how to imitate, copy, follow, lead, demonstrate, practise
physical movement.
In, out, on, under, In addition: In addition:
Next to, behind, infront, above, below near, far, over, between, through, beside
Directions:
> Around, backwards, forwards, sideways
E Throwing, catching, kicking, aiming, target,
_g passing, batting, hopping, cycling, Jogging, galloping, slithering, faster, slower, change, speed,
s constructing, Walking, running, hopping, direction (left, right), balance, balancing, strength/strong.
g rolling, jumping, climbing. Control, accurate, rhythm, imitate, copy, follow, lead,

demonstrate, practise.

Parts of the body: Head, neck, shoulder, arms, wrists, hands,
fingers, thumb, tummy, back, hips, bottom, legs, ankles, feet,
toes.




L: Literacy — Reading and Writing

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3 - 4 years old)

Reception (4 - 5 years old)

Enjoy stories, songs and rhymes.
Understand what is happening in

In addition:

In addition:

g 2 Enjoy listening to longer stories, rhymes | Want to engage in Storytime with extended stories and non-fiction /
w O | simple stories with the help of pictures | and songs. learning new vocabulary.
% = | or movement. Want to join in with familiar stories and | Reflect on likes and dislikes (e.g. stories) close brackets.
§ g_ Enjoy sharing books rhymes Seek out opportunities to write messages. Engage in more extended
E g Seek out favourite stories Persist to try and form some shapes writing episodes.
Pay attention to song, rhymes, stories. | while writing.
Enjoy drawing/making marks
Say some words, songs, rhymes In addition: In addition:
Repeat words and phrases in Recognise words with the same initial To know a collection of songs and rhymes.
songs/rhymes/stories. sound or that rhyme. To anticipate -where appropriate- some key events in stories.
Make comments and share ideas Use a variety of language structures in To know how to talk about stories (linking to their own experience)
about books. talk. and retell stories once they are familiar - sometimes exactly,
Talk about writing/drawing. Clap syllables in words. sometimes in their own words.
Add simple meaning to marks by Engage in storytelling and sequence Know the difference between fiction and non-fiction
talking about writing. events. To know how to match phase 2 and 3 sounds to letters.
Hold a book and turn pages. To know how to join in with familiar To know how to blend sounds to read words, simple phrases and
é’ stories and rhymes. some sentences.
ﬁ Remembering what happened in a new | To know how to read/write their name and some exception words.
L] story and retell a familiar story. To know the 5 key concepts of print
2 1. the print has meaning
% To know 3 of the 5 key concepts of print 2. to name the different parts of a book (front, title, pages, back)
e 1. Understand that print has meaning 3. page sequencing
8 2. To be able to name the different 4. print can have different purposes
parts of a book (front, title, pages, 5. English is read from left to right, and top to bottom
back) To know how to segment words to write simple words, short
3. page sequencing phrases and sentences that are phonetic.
To know how to leave spaces between words.
Plan writing and write some letters. To know how to write phrases and simple sentences — recognising
Use some print to represent meaning. on sight, capital letters and full stops.
To know how to form lower case correctly.
To know how to write so that they and others can re-read what
they have written.
© Book, story, name In addition: Front/back of book, page, In addition: Letters, words, phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph,
;5 L | drawing, writing, lines, circles first, next, last, turn, start/end chunking, left/ right, capital/ lowercase, finger space, lower case

letter, left, right, tripod grip, tricky word




M: Pattern, Position, Shape and Measure

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3 - 4 years old)

Reception (4 - 5 years old)

Enjoy exploring the world, through
open-ended resources in indoors and

In addition:
Plan and think ahead about playing and

In addition:
Reflect on what they are learning and how this links to what

infront of, behind
Longer, taller, shorter, heavier, lighter,

& £ | time outdoors. exploration. they have learned before.
] = Reflect on choices: | notice you have created a | Adults might ask questions like what were you thinking when
-g 'g pattern that repeats with the sticks and leaves. | you chose to add the shiny gems into the pattern?
"'é o Keep trying when things are difficult: when the | What did you learn from the book about the patterns in shells/
<0 rule of a pattern is broken, persevere to leaves/ flower?
correct it.
Notice patterns and arrange things in | In addition: In addition:
patterns talk about patterns using everyday language. | To know how to continue, copy and create repeating patterns.
Create and extend regular repeating patterns. | To know how to add in additional elements to regular
f:: Combine objects like stacking blocks Identify where the rule of repeating patternis | repeating patterns to make them more complex.
ﬁ and cups. Put objects inside others broken and correct it. To know how to talk about 2D and 3D shapes
3 and take them out again. Describe a pattern of events. To know mathematical language for shapes and make links to
] Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes number e.g. a triangle has 3 sides.
% Build with a range of resources using informal and mathematical language. To know how to compare length, volume, capacity and mass.
e Compare sizes and weights. Select shapes appropriately .eg. flat surfaces To know how to use time related language. (see bold black text
8 Complete simple inset puzzles. for building, triangular prism for a roof. below)
Make comparison between objects relating to | To know the month that their birthday is.
size, length, weight and capacity
Same, different, In addition: In addition:
Names for items used (e.g in treasure | Pattern, notice, copy, stripy, spotty, design, Continue, repeat, recognise, rule, extend, sequence, mistake,
baskets) first, then, after, correct, discuss, explain
2 | Big, little, smaller, high/low, tall, heavy | Circles, rectangles, squares, triangles, pyramid, cuboids,
‘—; cubes, spheres. Face, edge, curved,
2 Side, corner, straight, flat, round, Further, closer.
S Pointy, curvy Use ‘than’ = e.g. Heavier than, lighter than, further than, closer
> In, on, under, up, down, besides, between, | than, holds more than

Scales, ruler, measuring tape
Yesterday, last week, today, tomorrow, next week, morning,
afternoon, night




M: Number and Numerical Patterns

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3-4 years old)

Reception (4-5 years old)

Enjoy reciting number names

In addition:

In addition:

& € |and counting activities Joining in with songs related to Persevere to check for accuracy and know that this is important.
0.2 number.
1 2 Persevering to count when forgetting
'..E % the objects pointed to or the number
<A names.
Develop counting like In addition: In addition:
behaviours — point, saying Subitising up to three objects To know how to count objects, actions, sounds
some number names (this Recite number names past 5 To know how to subitise up to 5.
might be sometimes skipping | Say one number for each item in order | To know how to recognise numerals up to 10.
numbers) Know that the last number reached To know how to count beyond 20 recognising the pattern of the
Count in meaningful everyday | when counting a small set of objects counting system.
contexts (e.g. climbing stairs, tells you how many there are in total To know how to compare quantities up to 10 - knowing when one is
“ counting bricks as building (‘cardinal principle’). greater than, less than, the same as (equal to) another quantity.
‘S tower) Show finger numbers up to 5 To know how to count on and backwards
) Sing finger rhymes Link numerals and amounts up to 5 To know how to distribute equally and make equal groups in
ﬁ React to changes of amount in | Experiment with symbols, marks and concrete/narrative contexts.
2 | agroup of up to 3 items. numerals. To know how to double up to 5, and halve up to 10, concrete items.
9 Comparing amounts (see Solve real world mathematical To know what makes a number odd or even and explain their pattern.
c=> vocabulary below) problems with numbers up to 5. To know the composition of numbers to 10
= To know double facts totalling up to 10.
To know how to recall number bonds to 0-5 (and some to 10)
To know how addition and subtraction is represented in stories, songs and
rhymes.
To know the concept of subtraction
To know how to add 1 and subtract 1 in concrete and narrative contexts.
To know the ‘'one more than/less than’ relationship between consecutive
numbers.
Comparing amounts saying In addition: In addition:
2> | ‘more’ ‘lots’ ‘the same’ Compare quantities using language: Greater than, Less than, equal to, compare
‘—; ‘more than’ ‘fewer than’ One more than, one less than, quantity,
.g Odd, even, ‘share fairly’, equally, double, halve,
S Total
> Subitise, number name, number bond, additional, subtraction, pattern

Five frame, ten frame, number line,




UtW: Growing Experience and Developing Concepts - Science

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3-4 years old)

Reception (4-5 years old)

Observing and using every day words to
talk about a plant or animal and how
these grow/move.

Concepts & Skills

To be able to fit three or more cogs together so
that when you turn one they all turn

To know how to observe key features of a life
cycle of a plant: sunflower animal: butterfly

Enjoy exploring the world through In addition: In addition:
& &€ | open-ended resources indoors and Plan and think ahead about playing and Reflect on what they are learning and how this links to what
] g outdoors exploration. they have learnt before.
-g g Reflect on choice (e.g. what were you thinking when you rolled over the big log
"'é o Keep trying when things are difficult e.g using to find the woodlice? What did you learn from the book
<A equipment that requires greater dexterity like about butterflies)
using pipettes.
In addition: In addition:
Holding Close observation, sometimes with magnifying | To know how to explore safely using all their senses — smell,
Tipping equipment. touch, hearing, sight, taste.
Filling To know how to spot changes as seasons To know how to make verbal observations and create
Emptying change (they do not need to know the order) drawings and paintings of animals and plants.
Mixing Caring for plants and animals. To know that there are changes that happen as the

seasons change. (n.b. children do not need to associate the
specific changes with the specific seasons, or know the order.)
To know how to recognise when something freezes or
melts.

To know different types of weather.

To begin to know some ways we can care for our
environment.

To know key features of a life cycle of a plant: beans /
dandelions animal: frogs

Wet, dry, stamp, splash, puddle
Seed, flower, leaf, fruit, vegetable, herbs
Swim, fly, wriggle, walk

Vocabulary

In addition:
Fill, empty, float, sink, bark, magnify, investigate,
wind-up, cogs, mouldy, push, pull, attract, repel,
melt, freeze

In addition:

Push down, push up, close observation, vibration, shadow,
transparent, the names of the seasons, the names of some
common plants and animals in their local environment,
weather.




UtW: Growing Experience and Developing Concepts — History, Geography, RE

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3-4 years old)

Reception (4-5 years old)

Attitudes &
Dispositions

In addition:

Show an interest in different occupations
Develop positive attitudes about the
differences between people.

In addition:
Develop the use of positive language when talking about differences

Notice differences between
people

Make connections between
features of their family and
other families.

Know some places are close and
some are far away.

In addition:

To know and talk about their own life
story (their own history)

To know and talk about members of their
family.

Talk about the differences between
people respectfully.

In addition:

To know and talk about the structure of their family.

To know about a range of occupations, particularly those carried out
by members of their family.

To know and talk about the jobs/occupations they would like to do one
day.

To know that artifacts/photos/books/stories and videos show how life

é Know that we travel in different | Know that there are different countries in | was different in the past and be able to talk about the similarities

7)) ways the world — talk about differences in and differences.

% photos. To know that our school is a diverse community.

-1 To know people who help us in our To know places in our local area and describe them.

§ Z"ery day lives - poIiI:e, firefighters, To begin to know places in our local area from aerial photos and

8 octors, nurses, teachers. simple maps.
To know how the natural world around them is the same and
different to a contrasting environment.
To know that aspects of children’s lives in other countries can be the
same or different.
Know that some things are the same and some things are different
for people in our country who belong to different religions and
cultures.

> Walk, drive, fly, sail, In addition: In addition:

= Holiday Families, Each others' names Now, the past, before, after, change, artifacts

= Same, different Compare, community

S Positively talk about each others’ hair Beliefs, celebration, festival, special,

S types, skin colour, appearance. Place differences, maps,




EAD: Art, Design, Music, Dance and Storytelling

Nursery (2 — 3 years old)

Preschool (3-4 years old)

Reception (4-5 years old)

" Enjoy exploring objects, In addition: In addition:
s materials and malleable play. Plan and think ahead about playing, | Reflect on what they are doing and creating; building on previous experiences and
:;’ Enjoy making sounds in different | exploring and sometimes making. learning.
g_ ways. Reflect on choices e.g. adults might Collaborate with others, sharing skills, ideas and materials.
'g Develop curiosity and creativity | say, | can see you've mixed two Be confident to represent thoughts and feelings through a wide variety of art including
2 through the natural and made different kinds of green. W.hICh | music, singing and dance.
" world, e.g. exploring leaves, colour do you think you might use?
5 | conkers and shells to investigate Keep trying when things are difficult;
£ | coloursand textures. e.g. when the glue doesn't work,
E Using scarves and ribbons to trying tape instead,
explore music and movement
In addition: In addition:
Touch, grasp, mix, press, make Compare, combine, manipulate To know how to explore colours (e.g. mixing, combining with other colours,
marks. Use tools — hole punch, fine brush, comparing, combining media).
i) Use simple tools, - crayons, Explore and express ideas and To know how to use some different techniques, safely: to join materials; to apply
i~ brushes, scissors. feelings. paint; to print; to create rubbings; to construct using malleable materials; to
v Move and respond to music Combine different media and sculpt.
% Make rhythmic and repetitive materials, e.g. paint and collage. To know how to describe what they see or feel in response to an artwork, image or
B | sounds. Know and perform songs and object.
& To use imagination as they nursery rhymes To know how to generate an idea before they build/make/create.
g consider what they can do with | To know the names of colours. To know how to talk about the process they took.
O | different materials.

To take part in simple pretend play.

To know how to retell, adapt and invent simple stories — building/making props
and materials to use in their stories/role play.

To know how to perform simple stories, songs, poems and rhymes

To know how to move in time to the music.

Vocabulary

Soft, smooth, rough, sticky,
pencil, chalk, crayon, paint,
brush, scissors, painting, colour,
dots, lines, mix

Music, sound, loud, quiet, fast,
slow

In addition:

Prickly, materials, weaving, beautiful,
imagine, shape, pattern, spin, jump,
glide, tiptoe

PD and movement vocabulary

In addition:
form, space, texture,
PD and movement vocabulary

Plan, join, improve, line, model, sculpture, collage, lightly, firmly, straight, wavy, shade,
sketch.

Rhyme, rhythm, beat, long, short, high, low.




