
 
Our aim is that children leave our school with handwriting that is legible, fluent and with 

increasing speed. This will ensure children will be able to write with automaticity; they will 

be able to focus on what they are writing rather than how they are writing it. In doing so, 

pupils will be enabled to communicate effectively so they have a voice, are ready for the 

next stage in their learning and can be proud of what they produce.  

 

To develop the  we use the PenPals (Cambridge) Handwriting Scheme.  

 

The PenPals scheme develops handwriting in the following sequence: 

 

Nursery / Preschool: 

 

Developing gross motor, fine motor and patterns (dots, straight lines, crosses, circles, curves, loops 

and waves, angled patterns, eights and spirals)  

 

Reception:  

 

long-legged giraffe letters 

one-armed robot letters  

curly caterpillar letters  

zig zag monster letters 

 

Year One:  

 

Words with double ll  

Capital letters for 

long-legged giraffe letters 

Capital letters for 

one-armed robot letters  

Words with double ff and ss 

Capital letters for 

curly caterpillar letters  

Words with double zz 

Capital letters for  

zig zag monster letters 

Numerals 0-9  



Practising digraphs and trigraphs  

Practising digraphs  

unjoined and then introducing  

joined  

 
 

Year Two:  

 

Practising diagonal join to ascender  

Practising diagonal join to no 

ascender 

practising horizontal join to ascender  

practising horizontal join to no 

ascender 

Introducing diagonal join to e 

Introducing horizontal join to e 

Introducing ee 

Practising diagonal join to no 

ascender 

Writing numbers 1-100  

Introducing and practising diagonal 

joins to anticlockwise letters  

Introducing and practising horizontal 

joins to anticlockwise letters 

Introducing and practising mixed 

joins for three letters  

Building on diagonal join to ascender  

Building on diagonal join to no 

ascender 

Building on horizontal join to 

ascender 

Building on horizontal join to no 

ascender 

Building on diagonal join to 

anticlockwise letters  

Building on horizontal join to 

anticlockwise letters 



Introducing joins to s 

Practising joining ed and ing 

Practising Capitals 

 
 

 Year Three:  

 

Practising joining through a word 

to no ascenders  

Practising joining through a word 

to parallel ascenders 

Introducing joining from s to an 

ascender 

Introducing joining from s to no 

ascender 

Introducing joining from s to an 

anticlockwise letter 

Introducing joining from r to an 

ascender 

Introducing joining from r to no 

ascender 

Introducing joining from r to an 

anti-clockwise letter 

Introducing joining from r to e  

Introducing break letters  

Introducing joining to f  

Introducing joining from f to an 

ascender 

Introducing joining from f to no 

ascender 

Introducing joining from f to an 

anticlockwise letter 

Introducing  

Revising all joins  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Year Four: 
 

Introducing diagonal joins from p 

and b to ascender 

Introducing diagonal joins from p 

and b to no ascender 

Introducing diagonal joins from p 

and b to anticlockwise letters  

Revising parallel ascenders and 

descenders  

Break letters (do not join) 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 
 

Year Five:  
 

Introducing sloped letter writing in 

word families 

Practising sloped writing: diagonal 

join to ascender  

Practising sloped writing: diagonal 

join to no ascender 

Practising sloped writing: diagonal 

join to anticlockwise letter 

Practising sloped writing: horiztonal 

join to ascender 

Practising sloped writing: horizontal 

join to no ascender 

Practising sloped writing: horizontal 

join to anticlockwise letter 

Practising sloped writing:  

joining from r 

Practising sloped writing:  

joining from s 

Practising sloped writing:  

joining from f to ascender 

Practising sloped writing:  

joining from f to no ascender 

Practising sloped writing:  

P and b to ascenders 

Practising sloped writing:  

P and b to no ascenders 

▪ 

▪ 



 
Year Six:  

 

Style for speed: Crossbar join from t  

Style for speed: Looping from g  

Style for speed: Looping from j and y  

Style for speed: Looping from f  

Style for speed: Different Joins to s  

Style for speed: Looping from b 

Style for speed: Join from v w x and z  

▪ 

▪ 

 
 


