
 
 
 

 
Subject Profile: Music 
 
 

 
At Kenyngton Manor we know that curriculum is the key vehicle for ‘Bringing out the Best’ 
in all of our children, ensuring that all of our children are well prepared for the next stage 
of their learning and for life.  
 

At Kenyngton Manor Primary School we are ‘bringing out the best’ in all our 
pupils by giving them access to a broad and rich curriculum, enabling our children 
to ‘stretch and reach’: 
 
UP – to achieve academically 
IN –  to have a strong sense of who they are and be able to express it 
OUT – to relate well with, and share responsibility for, others 
FORWARDS – to be equipped with a ‘spirit of adventure’  

 
This is reflected in our curriculum approach to learning Music, using the aims set out in 
Development Matters (2021) and the National Curriculum (2014) as frameworks for how 
we map content, ensure progression in knowledge and sequence our units of work.  

 
 

 

Intent 
 

At Kenyngton Manor our music curriculum will secure a positive attitude towards the subject whilst 
securing age-appropriate knowledge and skills. 
 

Whilst demonstrating fidelity to the subject disciplines and behaviours that make for a successful 
musician, we will help children to apply relevant skills in spoken language (with an emphasis upon 
vocabulary), reading, writing and mathematics. 
 

Our approach to music will therefore ensure that children: 
 

▪ have a growing understanding of and ability to talk about the 7 elements of music: 

pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and structure about music they have 

listened to, played and composed.  

▪ have listened to a range of musical styles and genres from across history and from 

around the world. 

▪ are able to participate skilfully in improvisation and composition. 

▪ have had the opportunity to perform to audiences within school and beyond school and 

are able to reflect on the quality of their performance. 

▪ are able to sing a repertoire of songs, reflecting a range of styles, by heart. 

 

 

 

 



Implementation 
 

Teaching, learning and assessment of the music curriculum is applied through: 

▪ experiences that enable both adult-led and child-initiated musical exploration in the Early 

    Years. 

▪ use of half termly units in the Kapow scheme in years 1-6. 

▪ opportunities for developing musicianship, listening and responding, and singing in every    

    lesson. 

▪ opportunities to improvise, compose and perform across the unit. 

▪ performance focused units where children are rehearsing a selection of songs to be  

    performed by heart.  

▪ opportunities to listen to and enjoy music across the curriculum including in whole school 

    assemblies, singing assemblies and in other curriculum lessons.  

 
Pupils will know more, remember more and be able to do more as a result of: 

▪ a well sequenced curriculum, where key concepts are revisited and built upon across units,     

    across year groups within the curriculum, and across the curriculum   

▪ regular opportunities for assessment – assessment for learning, of learning and as learning. 

    For example, quizzes regularly feature in lessons and at the end of each unit to aid recall.  
 

This ensures that children ‘know more, remember more, and do more’ building on and 
connecting what they have learned across lessons, between units within a subject and 
then across the curriculum between subjects.  
 

 
Substantive Strands:  

• Dimensions of music: rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure (form),   

duration, appropriate musical notation.   

• The social nature of music – connecting us with ourselves, our school, our community, our 

     world, and the past.  

• The personal nature of music (our musical identity) – our preferences, linked, 

     memories, musical legacy (cultural legacy, familial legacy) the way music makes us feel.   

• Musical styles 

• Music from around the world 

• Music from across history – composers and how musical genres emerge and evolve.  

 

 
 

Impact 
 

The experience of learning Music at Kenyngton Manor ensures that children gain deep subject 

knowledge which is applied with enthusiasm through a range of appropriate skills.  
 

We know we are successful when our children: 

▪ have a sense of their own musical identity – (pupil voice) 

▪ have a positive attitude towards learning music, listening to music and making music (lesson   

    drop ins) 

▪ are able to listen to, respond to, and talk about music, using a range of musical   

    vocabulary (pupil voice, lesson drop ins) 



▪ are able to participate skilfully in improvisation and composition (lesson drop ins)  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

End Points (unit outcomes) 

 
Rhythmic patterns  

Reading and writing notation 
Control of instruments 

Improvisation, 

Music from across history: composers and how 
musical genres emerge and evolve  

 

Substantive Strands 

(facts/ideas/themes/schema) 
 

Timbre 
Texture 

Structure 

Notation 
Pitch 

Duration 
Dynamics 

Tempo 
Musical styles 

History of Music (KS2) 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

(walk in the experts’ shoes) 
 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

EYFS  To be confident to represent thoughts and feelings through a wide variety of art including music, singing and dance. 

To know how to perform simple stories, songs, poems and rhymes. 

To know how to move in time to the music. 
Key vocabulary: Rhyme, rhythm, beat, long, short, high, low. 

YEAR 1  
Musical vocabulary  
Theme – Under the sea  

To know that different types of sounds are called 
timbres.  

To know that dynamics refers to the volume of 

music.  
To know that pitch means how high/low a note is. 

Timbre 
Dynamics 

Pitch   

  Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

Tempo 
Theme Snail and mouse 

To know that tempo refers to the speed of music. 
To know how to recognise and respond to basic 

tempo changes. 

To know that pulse can be fast or slow. 

Tempo    Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

Pulse and rhythm  

Theme - All about me 

To know the difference between pulse and 

rhythm. 
To know that pulse is the regular beat that goes 

through music. 

Duration 

Tempo 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

Timbre and rhythmic patterns  

Theme – Fairytales  

To know that an instrument/rhythm pattern can 

be used to represent a character. 
To know how to keep a pulse using untuned 

instruments.  

Timbre 

Tempo  

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 



Pitch and tempo  
Theme – Superheroes  

To know how to respond to simple musical 
instructions e.g. tempo/dynamic changes.  

To know that tuned instruments can play more 

than one pitch of notes.  

Tempo 
Dynamics 

Pitch 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music.  

Vocal and body sounds  
Theme – By the sea  

To know how to express an opinion about a piece 
of music.  

To know that music can be represented by 

pictures or symbols.  
To know that body percussion means making 

sounds with your body not your voice. 

Notation 
Timbre 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

    

YEAR 2 
West African call and 

response  

To know how to recognise timbre changes in 

music. 
To know that structure means the organisation of 

sounds within music. 

To know the effect of changing tempos.  

Timbre 

Structure 
Tempo  

Musical styles 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 

Music. 

Orchestral instruments  

Traditional western stories  

To know that musical instruments can be used to 

create real life sound effects. 
To know how woodwind/stringed and brass 

instruments are played.  

To know that tuned instruments have a range of 
lower and higher pitches.  

Timbre 

Notation 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 

Music. 

Musical me  

 

To understand that melody means a tune. 

To know that notation means writing music down. 
To know that a melody is made of high- and low-

pitched notes played one after the other. 
To experiment with sounds using timbre and 

dynamics. 

 Notation 

Pitch 
Timbre 

Dynamics 
  

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

Dynamics, timbre, tempo and 
motifs (Space) 

To know that a soundscape is a landscape created 
using only sounds.  

To know that a motif is a sound idea that can be 
repeated throughout a piece of music. 

Dynamics 
Timbre 

Tempo 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of 

Music. 

On this island: British songs 
and sounds  

To know that folk music represents traditions and 
culture of a place and is passed on through being 

played. 

Duration  
Musical styles 

Structure 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  



YEAR 3 

Ballads  To know that a ballad tells a story through song. 

To know that lyrics are the words of a song.  

To know how to create and perform a simple 

ballad with lyrics that match a melody.  

Structure  Performance,  

Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of Music.  

Jazz To know how to play a call and then improvise a 

response. 

To know that jazz is a type of music that 

originated in the African American communities of 

the USA about 120 years ago. 

To know that ‘scat singing’ is using made-up 

words to create the sound of an instrument 

playing. 

Musical styles 
Timbre  

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Chinese New Year     

Creating compositions for an 

animation (theme 
mountains) 

 

To know how to verbalise how music can make 

them feel and evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary. 

To know an ensemble is a group of musicians 

who perform together and to play in time with 

others. 

To know how to compose a simple melody in a 

particular style. 

Timbre 

Pitch 
Notation 

Dynamics 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music.  

To know duration means how long a note/phrase 
or whole piece of music lasts. 

To know that composition is a collection of 

musical “parts” that make a piece of music. 

Inter-related dimensions of 
Music. 

Myths and legends  To know that a graphic score is how music can be 

recorded.  
To know how to make a simple graphic score and 

to be able to perform it.  

Notation  

Texture 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of 

Music.  



Samba and carnival sounds 
and instruments (Theme: 

South America) 

To explain what samba music is and that it is 

mainly percussion instruments used in 

celebrations.  

To know how to compose and perform rhymic 

breaks within a piece of music.  

To know how to play a syncopated rhythm in a 

group. 

Structure  
Texture 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition 

Traditional instruments & 

improvisation 
(Theme India) 

To know that a ‘tala’ is a set rhythm that is 

repeated over and over. 

To know that a ‘rag’ is the tune in traditional 

Indian music and is often played on a stringed 

instrument called a ‘sitar’. 

To know how to improvise with given notes.  

Texture 

Musical styles 
Timbre  

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

YEAR 4 
Adapting and transposing 

motifs (Theme: Romans) 
To know how to create and notate a motif.  

To know that ‘transposing’ a melody means 

changing its key, making it higher or lower 

pitched. 

To know how to adapt a motif by changing notes, 

rhythm or the order of notes. 

Notation  

Musical styles  

 

Composition  

Body and tuned percussion  To know how to create musical rhythms using 

body percussion. 

To know how to build a composition and how to 

improve it. 

To know how to identify the structure and texture 

of a piece of music.  

Structure 

Texture 
Timbre 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Haiku Music and 

performance (theme: 

Hanami festival) 

To know that a glissando in music means a sliding 

effect played on instruments or made by your 

voice. 

To know that combining different instruments and 

different rhythms when we compose can create 

layers of sound we call ‘texture’. 

Tempo 

Dynamics 

Timbre 

Performance,  

Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Changes in pitch, tempo and 
dynamics. (theme: rivers) 

To know that an ostinato is a musical pattern that 

is repeated over and over; a vocal ostinato is a 

pattern created with your voice. 

Pitch  
Dynamics 

Tempo 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 



To know how to sing and play in time with peers 

with accuracy and awareness of their part in the 

group performance. 

To know that harmony means playing two notes 

at the same time that usually sound good 

together. 

Developing singing 

technique (theme Vikings)  
To recognise minims, crotchets and quavers often 

by ear and reliably by sight. 

To know how to compose and perform a song 

using notation.  

To know that the group of pitches in a song is 

called its ‘key’ and that a key decides whether a 

song sounds happy or sad. 

Notation 

Pitch 
Duration  

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Rock and roll  To know that rock and roll music was created in 

1950s America and uses Jazz, gospel and blues. 

To know that rock and roll has a fast tempo and 

strong vocals. 

To know how to play in time by playing notes at 

the correct speed and duration.  

Pitch 

Tempo 
Duration 

Musical styles 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

YEAR 5 
South and West Africa – 
Percussion and performing and 

song 

To know that songs sung in other languages can 
contain sounds that are unfamiliar to us, like the 

clicks of the Xhosa language. 
To work as a group to perform a piece of music, 

adjusting dynamics and pitch. 

To know that polyrhythms means many rhythms 
played at once 

To create an eight-beat break to play within a 
performance 

Dynamics 
Musical styles 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Blues- Creating an 

improvised piece 

To know that ‘blues’ music aims to share feelings 

and blues songs tend to be about sadness or 
worry. 

To know that 12-bar Blues is a sequence of 12 
bars of music, made up of three different chords. 

To understand that a chord is the layering of 

several pitches played at the same time 

Pitch 

Musical styles 
 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 



Looping and remixing – Use 

of loops in dance music  

 

To know that a loop is a repeated rhythm or 
melody, and is another word for ostinato 

To be able to play a simple looped rhythm from 

notation 
To know that remix is music that has been 

changed, usually so it is suitable for dancing to 

Notation 
Structure 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Composition to represent the 

festival of colour- Holi festival 

To understand that music can be represented 

with colours and by pictures. 

To know that the duration of a note or phrase in 
music can be shown using a repeated symbol or 

the size of a symbol on a graphic score. 
Working as a group to perform a piece of music, 

adjusting dynamics and pitch according to a 

graphic score 

Pitch 

Duration 

Dynamics 
Timbre 

 

Performance,  

Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Musical theatre – combining 

singing, acting and dancing 

To understand that musical theatre includes both 

character and action songs, which explain what is 
going on and how characters feel. 

Explain what musical theatre is and be able to 

recall at least three features of this kind of music 
To perform in time with their groups, ensuring 

smooth transitions between spoken dialogue, 
singing and dancing 

Tempo 

Timbre 
Musical styles 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

YEAR 6 
Dynamics, pitch and texture 

Coast - Fingal’s Cave by 
Mendelssohn 

To know that the conductor beats time to help the 

performers work well together. 
Understand that improvisation means making up 

music ‘on the spot’. 
To know how to use knowledge of texture, 

dynamics and pitch to create a composition.  

Texture 

Pitch 
Dynamics 

Notation 
 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Film music  

creating a composition and 

graphic score 

To know that a major key signalising an uplifting 

moment within the music.  

To know that a minor key symbolises sadness and 

tension. 

To know that staff notation’ means music written 

more formally on the special lines called ‘staves’. 

Dynamics 
Pitch 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Songs of WW2 – exploring 

pitch and control 

To know some examples of popular music played 

during WW2. 

Pitch 

Tempo 
Notation 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  



A ‘counter-subject’ or ‘counter-melody’ provides 

contrast to the main melody. 

To know that the Solfa syllables represent the 

pitches in an octave. 

Musical style Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Baroque  

Exploring music of the Baroque 
Period (from 1600-1750) 

To know that music in which very similar parts are 

introduced one by one to overlap is called a 

canon. 

To know that a canon is a musical structure or 

‘form’ in which an opening melody is imitated by 

one or more parts coming in one by one. 

To know that a ‘polyphonic’ texture means lots of 

individual melodies layered together, like a canon. 

Structure 
Notation 

Musical styles 

Performance,  
Listening 

Composition,  
Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

Composing and performing a 

leavers song 
To know that a chord progression is a sequence 

of chords that repeats throughout a song. 

To know that a melody can be adapted by 

changing its dynamics, pitch or tempo. 

To know that chord progressions are represented 

in music by Roman numerals. 

Structure 

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Notation 

Performance,  

Listening 
Composition,  

Inter-related dimensions of Music. 

 


