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Newsletter Update 
 

It has been thrilling to observe our preschool children 

become keen gardeners this half term. They have 

proudly explained to visitors what they are 

growing and have demonstrated care and 

concern for the natural world by ensuring the 

plants are watered daily! The Nursery children have 

begun to embark on their own journey of sowing and 

nurturing and are excited to see their garden flourish.  

In anticipation of our upcoming mobile farm visit, the 

children in both nursery and preschool have been exploring 

animal themed sensory bins and creating wonderful pieces of 

work during expressive arts. We have also been predicting 

which animals we think may visit us! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Diary Dates  
 

• Monday 4th May: May 

Day Bank Holiday 

(School Closed) 

 

• Wednesday 6th May: 

Mobile Farm Visit 

 

• Friday 15th May: 

Coffee and Connect 

9am-10:30am 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery &  

Preschool News 

Children who attend nursery or preschool are entitled to free milk 

which they can have alongside their snack. 

Visit www.coolmilk.com to complete the application process. 

 

Celebrations 
• May Day (4th May) 

 

• The King’s Official 

Birthday (13th June) 

 

‘Talk with Me’ Tips 

• Talk about and involve your child in everyday situations 

such as shopping, cooking or cleaning. Your child will enjoy 

these more when they are given a role to play and are 

included in conversations as they happen. 

• Read books with your child as often as you can. Talk about 

the pictures. Let them fill in parts of familiar stories. Read 

favourite books frequently. 

• Make time to listen to your child when they are telling you 

something. Stop what you are doing and get down to their 

level. Have a special time to talk about their day. 

http://www.coolmilk.com/


 

Nursery  

The children have been very busy planting fruit, vegetables and flowers in the garden 

including strawberries, tomatoes, carrots, peas and runner beans! They followed simple 

instructions given by adults of how to plant a seed, firstly filling a plant pot to the top with 

soil, placing in the seed, adding more compost on top and lastly watering them! The children 

have taken on the responsibility of watering them daily, whilst discussing any changes they 

have observed, amazing! 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

This week the children enjoyed a leaf painting activity as part of our jungle theme. They 

explored painting large leaves, using their hands and brushes to spread the paint and 

see the different patterns the leaves made. This activity helped develop their fine 

motor skills, supported early creativity, and gave lots of opportunity to talk about 

colours and textures such as smooth and bumpy. The children were very engaged and took 

pride in their artwork, showing growing confidence and curiosity as they explored. 

Furthermore, the children will take part in a jungle‑themed animal pattern matching activity. 

They will explore different jungle animals and match patterns such as stripes and spots, 

while being encouraged to use descriptive language like big and small, long and tall. 

Adults will model simple vocabulary, for example, “The snake is long” and “The 

giraffe is tall,” to support early understanding of size and comparison. 

Reminder: 
Please ensure your child wears comfortable trainers, preferably with Velcro 

fastenings, to nursery each day. For health and safety reasons, we are unable to 

allow open‑toed sandals, jelly shoes, Crocs, Ugg boots, sliders, or similar 

footwear.    

Thank you for your support in helping us keep all children safe and 

comfortable. 



 

Nursery Learning 

Cooking: Green Summer Fruit Smoothie (every two 

weeks the children will take part in a cooking activity that 

may be taken home at the end of their session)  

Key Vocabulary:  Big       Small       Long         Tall  (use these words in everyday 

conversations and activities support your child’s understanding of them). 

Makaton Signs:   

 

 

 

 

                                                Brother                           Sister 

Our Story: 

     

‘Rumble in the Jungle’  by Giles Andreae and David Wojtowycz. 

 

 

Our Rhyme: ‘Five Little Monkeys Swinging in a Tree’               

 

 



 

Preschool  

In preschool, the children have enjoyed engaging in a wide variety of activities based on our 

theme of ‘Animals and Minibeasts.’ A particular favourite being ‘Bug Bingo’ where, in small 

groups, the children displayed their fantastic turn-taking skills as well as 

developing their understanding of similarities and differences.  

We will now take a closer look at farm animals. We will use gloves and white-water paint to 

‘milk the cows’ in the water tray which is great for strengthening muscles needed during 

emergent writing.  

Lastly, during expressive arts we will create our own binoculars using toilet roll 

tubes, tissue paper and collage materials which we will use alongside magnifying 

glasses to explore the environment, seeking out creatures of interest.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to share with you that this half term the children will have the opportunity 

to engage in group games and activities which will promote their physical development 

during our gym sessions! 

 

 



 

Preschool Learning 

Cooking: Egg and Cress Sandwiches, using cress we have grown in our preschool 

garden! (every two weeks the children will take part in a cooking activity that may be taken 

home at the end of their session)  

Key Vocabulary: next to     habitat      life cycle     environment (use these words in 

everyday conversations and activities to support your child’s understanding of them) 

Makaton Signs:             

              

 

                  

                      Rabbit                                       Horse                                                        

Our Stories:        

                 

 

                          ‘Brave Charlotte’ by Anu Stohner 

 

 

                           

                 ‘Farmer Duck’ by Martin Waddell and Helen Oxenbury  

 

 

Our Rhymes: ‘Little Peter Rabbit’ and ‘Old McDonald Had a Farm’ 

                              

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Something for Home- Musical Shakers 

You will need - 

• An empty water, or other plastic drinks bottle – any 

size will do. 

• A choice of fillings such as: 

• Dry uncooked pasta 

• Lentils 

• Uncooked chickpeas 

• Uncooked rice 

• Uncooked dry beans 

• Small pebbles 

• Beads (large ones if you are worried your child will put them in their mouth) 

• Marbles 

• Glitter or sequins 

• Sand 

• Water 

 

The list of fillings is endless; you can try whatever you think would be good – and mix and 

match fillings within your musical shaker or stick to just one. You could make different 

musical shakers and compare their sounds. 

 

Make your shaker by first putting a small amount of dried food, water or sand in an empty 

plastic bottle, ensuring there is space for it to shake about. Make sure that you seal the lid 

securely with tape. Once the shaker is made, you can have lots of fun with it! 

Practise shaking fast, slow, loud or quiet.  You can use this to practise position words: shake 

up, shake down, shake high, shake low! You can also use your shaker to make noise while you 

dance around or sings songs/nursery rhymes. 

Have a go at the suggested activity and share your pictures on Tapestry. We love to 

see what fun activities you do at home together! 

 

 

 

 



 

The Salvation Army’s ‘Outside Guide’ 

The Salvation Army has put together their fantastic and FREE ‘Outside Guide’ after recent 
studies have found that spending time outside in nature is particularly important for 
developing confidence and independence. Recent government evidence also reveals that 
children who spend time outside connecting with nature see improvements in areas such as 
school attendance, behaviour, and social skills.  

Inside the guide, you’ll find:   

• Fun games: discover a variety of nature-based games designed to keep children 
engaged and active 

• Hands-on activities: create and design your very own flower vase to brighten up 
any inside space 

• Rainy day fun: stay cosy indoors with nature-themed games like dot-to-dots, spot 
the difference, quizzes, and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Download your FREE guide here: Children’s Outside Guide | The Salvation Army 

Reminder 

Warmer Weather 

As the weather is gradually becoming warmer, all children must arrive at nursery 

and preschool with a labelled sun hat, water bottle and suncream applied on 

warmer days. A separate notice about our sun safety policy has been shared on 

Tapestry. Please ensure to complete the online permission form for suncream to 

be reapplied to your child at midday during their sessions.  

 

https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/children-outside-guide

